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Dear Band students and family,

Thank you for becoming a member of the Highland Middle School Band Program.  We hope that you enjoy the time you spend in band class as well as during your musical experiences outside of school.  As music educators we have several goals that are very important to us:

1.  Teach the basic fundamentals of playing a musical instrument.  

2.  Teach students how to set short and long-term goals, as well as how to achieve them.

3.  Teach self-discipline.

4.  Build self-confidence.

5.  Develop teamwork and leadership among all of our band students.

As we strive to reach our goals we hope that playing music remains enjoyable to you and everyone you touch with your music.  As you progress through your different levels of musicianship, please be aware that it is a lot of hard work.  Most of the times it is fun, but occasionally it may be frustrating.  All great musicians go through high and low times in their musical development.  Always focus on the positive while you find ways to fix the negative.  Music should be fun and we will try our hardest to keep it that way for all involved.  

The Highland Band Program has an open door policy.  If you would ever like to watch your child’s class period you are welcome in the classroom any time.  Please make sure that you sign in at the office and that you set up personal conferences with the band directors.  We are here to help your child be the best that he or she can be.  Communication between students, teachers and parents is very important to us.  Do not hesitate to call us whenever you have a question or concern and we will try to do the same in return.  We also have district email that comes in very handy.  I will list our email addresses at the end of this page.

Please take the time to read through this handbook completely.  We have tried to put as much information in it as possible.  We hope that you find this information helpful as your child begins band or continues in the band program.  Once again, thank you for choosing to be a part of the Highland Hawk Band.  We are looking forward to a great school year! 

Sincerely,

Melissa Danforth and Lisa Dodd 

HIGHLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND STAFF

817-847-5143 Ext. 5220
Melissa Danforth - Mdanforth@ems-isd.net

Lisa Dodd – Ldodd@ems-isd.net
Jenn Giba (Percussion) – Jgiba@ems-isd.net
HIGHLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL BAND COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

Beginning Band

The beginning band is open to all students entering 6th grade at Highland Middle School.  Beginning classes are offered for flute, oboe, bassoon, clarinet, alto saxophone, trumpet/cornet, french horn, baritone, tuba and percussion.  Classes will meet during the school day and are scheduled in homogeneous classes.  Classes will meet every day.
Any student wishing to be enrolled in the beginning band will need to go through our band testing procedures before being placed into the appropriate band class.  Band testing usually takes place towards the end of the school year.  Information regarding dates and further information will be sent home to incoming 5th graders once dates are set.

Beginning band students are not expected to have prior musical experience.   Students will learn basic music theory and will explore how to play a musical instrument.  Students will be given several performance opportunities through out the school year.   There is minimal outside school time required with the exception of daily practice and required performances.  Please refer to the band calendar for performance and contest dates.
Symphonic Band - 7th and 8th Grade
Symphonic Band is the intermediate band/ Non Varsity band at Highland Middle School.  Symphonic Band members are required to have a minimum of 1 year of band experience.

Symphonic Band students will continue to develop their musical skills as well as learn more advanced techniques and musical concepts. 
The symphonic Band will perform on the winter concert and spring concert and will have numerous other performance opportunities throughout the school year. 
Honor Band – 7th and 8th Grade
Honor Band is considered the advanced band/ varsity band at Highland Middle School.  Students need a minimum of one year experience for this band.  Students will be placed in this band based on an audition. 

Honor Band students will continue to develop their musical skills and will learn more advanced techniques and concepts.  This class meets as a full band class every day. The Honor Band is the varsity group and will represent Highland Middle School at UIL competition.  Students are expected to participate in all scheduled band activities, concerts and contests as well as attend sectionals through out the school year.  Please refer to the band calendar for important dates and events.    
BAND HALL RULES AND EXPECTATIONS
· Do not talk when entering the classroom.  This is your time to prepare for class.

· All instruments and music are to be kept in lockers and music cabinets.

· Treat others with respect at all times.

· Do not touch anything that does not belong to you.

· No running, pushing or fighting will be tolerated.

· No drinks, food or gum in the band hall unless approved by a director.

· Students that are not in band are not allowed in the band hall.

· Please knock before entering the director’s office.

BAND CALENDAR

Students will receive a band calendar in the beginning of the year.  Please mark all of these dates on your calendar at home.  All dates are required unless excused by a director.  More events may be added to the calendar as necessary through out the year.  Updates and additions will be sent home in writing.  Students will always receive a letter prior to each event with more detailed information pertaining to that performance.  If you have a conflict, please notify a director as soon as possible so that we may make necessary adjustments. 

CONCERTS / PERFORMANCES
All concerts are required and part of the student’s band grade.  Concerts are part of the semester exam grade as they demonstrate what we have learned for the semester.  Please refer to the section titled “Uniforms” for concert attire.
CONTESTS

There will be several band contests on the band calendar.  Some of these include UIL, Solo and Ensemble, Saginaw Band Invitational and NRH20.  All contests are required and part of the student’s band grade.

The No Pass No Play rule is in effect for all competitions as well as any trips that take place during the school day.  If you would like more information regarding this state rule please refer to the Texas UIL Website:  www.uil.utexas.edu.  
GRADING

60 % - Participation 

40% - Daily Grades – playing tests, worksheets, practice charts
LOCKERS

All band students will be assigned a band locker inside the band hall.  This is where students will keep their band instrument and any band supplies.  Lockers are to be kept clean.  Students should not use these lockers for anything other than band equipment.  A school owned lock will be assigned to each student at the beginning of the year.  It is the student’s responsibility to be sure that their lockers remain locked at all times to insure the safety of their possessions.  Some students may be asked to share a locker due to high enrollment and lack of locker space.
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT

As parents you can be extremely beneficial to your child’s success by doing the following things:

· Insist that your child practice on a regular basis.  Daily practice is essential when trying to learn a musical instrument.
· Ask you child to play for you often.  This teaches them performance skills as well as shows them that you support their music education. 
· Be sure to praise your child often.  Let them know you enjoy their playing and encourage them to keep improving.
· Take you child to local music events such as the symphony, a broadway show or a concert in the park.  There are many free opportunities in the area to hear great music.  
· Purchase some CD’s or DVD’s of great instrumentalists.  Try to find recordings of music that feature your child’s instrument.  The internet provides instant access to many great musical resources.
· Attend your child’s performances.  These kids have worked very hard to put on a great concert.  Your attendance is important to all of us!  By attending concerts you re showing your child that what they do is important and valuable!
· Chaperone band trips.  You are always welcome to attend our trips with us!
PRACTICE TIME IN THE BAND HALL

· Students may practice in the band hall before and after school providing there are no scheduled sectionals taking place.  

· You must ask permission to use a practice room.

· Percussionists must play on pads or mallets only.  Please ask for permission to play on other instruments.

· Inappropriate conduct or behavior will result in loss of practice privileges.

PRACTICING – TIPS AND ADVICE ON HOW TO PROPERLY PRACTICE YOUR INSTRUMENT
· Try to schedule a time every day to practice

· Practice someplace quiet and free of distraction

· Always practice in front of a mirror

· Use a metronome often

· Log your time on your practice chart

· Set daily goals and weekly goals

· Use correct posture and hand position at all times

· Practice in small segments – 15 minutes here – 15 minutes there. 

· Isolate difficult passages and practice them slow

· It is better to play slow and accurate than fast and sloppy

· Stay positive.  Not everything will be easy.  If you are getting frustrated take a break and come back to it another time.

· Always strive for your best sound.

· Always end your practice session playing something fun that you enjoy playing.

· Play for others as often as possible.  Play for your family, church, dog or anyone that will listen!

PRIVATE LESSONS

Private lessons will be available to students throughout the school year.   Private lessons are an opportunity for your child to receive one on one attention with a professional musician who specializes on that particular instrument.  Lessons are not required but are highly recommended.   Please refer to our Private Lesson Handbook for more information regarding price and the program in general. Financial assistance will be available to students that qualify.  Financial assistance is assigned by the campus director based on need and available funds.  
REHEARSAL ETIQUETTE
· Be on time.

· Have everything you need to properly perform in class.  This includes your instrument, accessories, music, pencils and highlighters.

· Please do not talk during rehearsal unless given permission to speak.  

· Mark your music with pencil instead of pen.

· Questions should be placed in the question basket on the table.

· Turn in papers to the “turn in” basket.

· When rehearsal is over, push down your stand and remove all of your belongings.

SCHEDULE

1st Period – 8:25-9:10 – Beginning Saxophone, Bassoon and French Horn
2nd Period – 9:15-10:05 – Beginning Clarinet and Cornet (Trumpet)
3rd Period -10:10 – 10:55– Honor Band

4th Period -11:00 - 11:45 – Symphonic Band Woodwinds / Percussion
Lunch – 11:45 – 12:15
5th Period – 12:20 – 1:05 - Beginning Percussion and Tubas
6th Period – 1:10 – 1:45 - Focus Class

7th Period – 1:50-2:40 – Symphonic Band Brass 
8th Period – 2:45 – 3:30 - Beginning Flute, Oboe, Trombone, Baritone
SCHOOL OWNED INSTRUMENTS

School owned instruments will be assigned to students based on availability.  Some classes may have limited enrollment based on the number of available instruments.

School provided instruments are: Oboe, Bassoon, Tenor Sax, Baritone Sax, French Horn, Baritone/Euphonium and Tuba

Students playing on a school owned instrument are required to purchase their own mouthpiece and all appropriate maintenance supplies.  There is an $80.00 non-refundable school usage fee for students playing on a school provided instrument.  This fee does not cover repair due to negligence during the school year.  Students are responsible for any repairs necessary during the school year.
SCHOOL SPONSORED TRIPS

· Students must have turned in the appropriate permission slip

· Students must follow all school rules and dress code.

· Students will represent Highland Middle School the best way possible at all times by being respectful and polite.

· Students must follow all bus rules.

· Students must ride school transportation to and from an event unless approved by a director no later than 24 hours prior to the scheduled departure.

· The director has the right to revoke the field trip privileges based on classroom discipline issues.

· Students must be eligible based on the no pass / no play rule.  

SECTIONALS – HONOR BAND
Honor Band students will need to attend sectionals outside of the school day.    We try very hard to schedule sectionals around other events and activities in the school year such as athletics, cheerleading, student council, etc.  In the event of a conflict students are expected to communicate clearly with their sectional instructor.  Students may be given opportunities to make up their sectional at the directors discretion. Honor Band students with excessive unexcused absences at sectionals may be placed in Symphonic Band.
Students are expected to attend all scheduled sectionals unless excused by a director.

Morning Sectionals – 7:15-8:15 am
Afternoon Sectionals – 3:45 – 4:45 pm
SUPPLIES / REEDS – HOW AND WHERE TO PURCHASE
Being prepared as a musician for class and practice with necessary supplies is a major part of our teaching at Highland.  Highland Middle School does not sell reeds or supplies.  There are many local DFW music stores and internet suppliers that offer great prices.  Our recommendation is Music and Arts.   They are local, reliable and send a store representative to visit us on a weekly basis.  They also have an outstanding repair shop when you find your child’s instrument in need of adjustment.  I encourage all of you to purchase your supplies through their website for the lowest pricing.  They have a very quick turnaround time once you place your order.   I have listed most commonly needed supplies below.  When ordering reeds ask your child what strength they need.  Feel free to call or email us if you are not sure what to order and we can guide you in the right direction.
Your best pricing will be through their website:  www.musicarts.com
Store Location:  MUSIC AND ARTS – 1428 West Pipeline Road, Hurst, TX 76053    / 817-595-1511
MOST COMMON REEDS:

VanDoren Clarinet Reeds, Traditional - Box of 10 - Need to know strength – Most students play on a 3

*Beginners will start on a 2 ½ reed

VanDoren Bass Clarinet Reeds - Box of 5 - Need to know strength – Most students play on a 3
VanDoren Alto Sax Reeds – Box of 10 - Need to know strength – Most students play on a 3

*Beginners will start on a 2 ½ reed
VanDoren Tenor Sax Reeds – Box of 5 – Need to know strength – Most students play on a 3
VanDoren Bari Sax Reeds - Box of 5 – Need to know strength – Most students play on a 3
Oboe Reed – Lesher  - Medium Soft or Medium  

*Beginners play on Med Soft at first
Bassoon Reed – Lesher - Medium Soft or Medium 

*Beginners play on Med Soft at first
MOST COMMON BRASS ACCESSORIES

Valve Oil - Al Cass 

Rotor Oil – Hetman 
OTHER COMMON ACCESSORIES FOR BOTH WOODWIND AND BRASS

Polishing Cloth – Giardinelli – Specify Woodwind or brass 

Instrument Swab (Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Oboe and Bassoon)
Reed Guard (Clarinet, Bass Clarinet and Saxophones) – La Voz 

Sax Neck Cleaner 

Cork Grease  
UNIFORMS

Beginning Band – Band T-shirt and Jeans

Symphonic Band and Honor Band – Black and White Concert Attire - tuxedo 
· Student is responsible for purchasing black dress shoes, black socks, black pants (tux pants / slacks)
· Purchase through the school – White tuxedo shirt 

· Black Bow Tie – provided by the school – no charge – checked out at the performance 

*We strongly encourage parents and students to purchase their pants and shoes early in the year.  

INSTRUMENT REPAIR / MUSIC STORES

Music and Arts
1428 West Pipeline Road
Hurst, TX. 76053

817-595-1511

www.musicarts.com
Woodwind Brasswind

www.wwbw.com

Lonestar Percussion
10611 Control Place

Dallas, TX. 75238

1-214-340-0835

1-866-792-0143

www.lonestarpercussion.com
SHEET MUSIC
JW Pepper Music 

7459 Airport Freeway

Richland Hills, TX 76118

(817) 589-5980

www.jwpepper.com
Pender’s Music Company

314 S. Elm 
Denton, Texas 76201 
Denton area: (940) 382-7124 
toll-free: (800) 772-5918

www.penders.com
